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R 272201Z MAY 75 

FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES ARGENTINA PROJECT 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1326 U.S. DEPT. OF STATE, 


BUENOS AIRES 3637 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, ASEC, AR 

SUBJECT: SUCCESS CLAIMED FOR ARMY IN TUCUMAN 


ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044) 

US. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 
Margaret P. Grafeld, Director 
( ) Release V0 Excise ( ) Deny 

Exemption(s): 'n / ___ 

Declassify: ^5 In Pan ( ) In Full 

fl*^Classify as Jr ( ) Extend as ( ) Downgrade to _ 

Date fy&lm Declassify on Reasoq ffiX7 


1. GEN. ADEL VILAS, COMMANDER OF THE FIFTH BRIGADE AND 
HEAD OF THE ARMY'S ANTI -GUERRILLA EFFORTS IN TUCUMAN 
PROVINCE, GAVE A PRESS CONFERENCE ON MAY 23. IT WAS ONLY 
THE SECOND TIME THAT JOURNALISTS HAVE BEEN ALLOWED 
IN THE AREA SINCE THE OPERATION BEGAN ON FEB. 9. 

VILAS CLAIMED THAT 350 MEMBERS OF THE ERP HAD BEEN 
KILLED/ CAPTURED OR WOUNDED DURING THAT PERIOD, AND 
THAT 30 GUERRILLA CAMPS HAD BEEN DISCOVERED. HE 
EMPHASIZED THAT THIS WAS DONE WITH A FORCE OF ONLY 
1,500 MEN AND WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE LOCAL POPULACE. 

NO INDICATION WAS GIVEN OF HOW MUCH LONGER THE 
OPERATION WOULD LAST. 


2. COMMENT: VILAS DID NOT BREAK DOWN THE FIGURE 
OF 350 INTO HOW MANY WERE KILLED, WOUNDED AND 
DETAINED. SINCE 350 "SUSPECTED" TERRORISTS CAN 
BE ROUNDED UP IN AN HOUR Of> TWO, IT_£S DIFFICULT 

TO INTERPRET THE FIGURE. {_ 

WOULD INDICATE THAT LESS THAN 50 HAVE BEEN~^ILLED . 
OF THE DETAINEES, HOW MANY ARE REALLY TERRORISTS 
IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY. VILAS'S EMPHASIS ON THE LOW 
NUMBER OF TROOPS USED IS IN PART AN ATTEMPT TO 
CONVINCE THE ARMY AS A WHOLE OF THE SUCCESS OF THE 
OPERATION. MANY OFFICERS HAVE COMPLAINED THAT 
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TWO OR THREE TIMES THAT NUMBER WERE REALLY NECESSARY. 
MONTLLOR 
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